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Formulate Questions

For example, chemicals, waste, and oil spills have Samp!e Fact
polluted the Athabasca River. Pollution has impacted Question

people living along the river. Roxanne Marcel, chief of

Mikisew Cree First Nation from 2005 to 2011, speaks mple Opinion
about how drilling for oil affects the Athabasca River Questio

and her people.

“When water levels are down, we can no
longer access our traditional lands by boat,

mple Critical
Question

which limits our fishing, trapping, and
hunting. Our members have been stranded.
We no longer drink the water. We see our
rights along with our river deteriorating
before us.”

Don Thompson, president of the Oil Sands Developers
Group, speaks about why drilling for oil is important. Did You Know?

“The oil sands currently support 75 000 jobs
in Canada, with this growing to over 900 000
by 2035. Do the math. That’s 825 000 more
jobs; 825 000 people with work, and there is
nothing that gives an individual more dignity
and self-respect than a job.”

=%

What three questions would you ask an oil
company about environmental issues? Label
each question as fact, opinion, or critical.

n The quotations above show you two different

perspectives about the oil sands. With a partner,
role-play a conversation between Roxanne Marcel
and Don Thompson.
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Alberta

ALBERTA

661 185 square kilometres

* population 3 873 700
e 40 210 Grade U4 students

mining, ranching

e Edmonton International Street
Performers Festival

e Calgary Stampede

Size
Edmonfon.
People
Industries
Festivals
Most of the Interior Plains is located
in Alberta and Saskatchewan. Official
Alberta and Saskatchewan are both Plant and
Animal

provinces. There are many different
cities in these two provinces. Cities
provide many services, such as
libraries, museums, swimming
pools, community centres, and
public transportation.

Edmonton is the capital of

Alberta. What do you think

makes this city an attractive Lus
place to live?

Rocky Mountain
bighorn sheep

wild rose
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Saskatchewan Inquire and
Size 588 239 square kilometres _ )
1 Review the text and photos in
People « population | 080 000 this chapter. Why do you think
e || 897 Grade 4 students Saskatchewan has “Land of
Living Skies” and wheat stalks
Industries = mining, farming, ranching on its licence plate?
Festivals * Canadian Western Agribition (Regina) (i Design a postage stomp that.
. i . ) celebrates one of the industries
» Windscape Kite Festival (Swift Current) in Albéfta or Saskatchewan.
Official
Plant and
Animal
western white-tailed deer Regina (shown here) is the capital of
red lily Saskatchewan, but Saskatoon is the

largest city in the province. Why do
you think many people choose to live
in cities?



Pulling It Together

How Can We Be Good Environmental Stewards?

It's Up to You

Responsible, active citizens
of Canada act in a way that

My aunt and uncle work in the
Athabasca oil sands and live in Fort
benfis the communty— McMurray, Alberta. My aunt says that

both human and naturdl. these oil sands produce almost two million
.................................. barrels of oil a day.

Reflect Oil helps produc -

What do you see as the clothi Ps P € many great things, such as plastic,
good things about the oil clothing, .and fuel for cars, planes, and boats. I can’t
indusiry? What are you Imagine life without these things.

concerned about? ’ . .

.................................. But I'm worried that using the oil sands harms our
Take Action wildlife, water, and air. I'm wondering if we are using
Think about ways in which this resource in a way that will be good for people
we can be responsible and the planet. What do we do if the oil runs out?
stewards of oil. Create and .

present a radio or TV ad fo Sophie

share your ideas.

This photo is of an open-pit
mine in the oil sands near Fort
McMurray. Massive trucks haul
away thousands of tonnes of
oil-soaked sand each day.




Making Connections

Imagine you are writing a book about

the Interior Plains. Create a blurb to go
on the back cover of your book. First,
record some of the most important facts
and ideas you learned in this chapter.
Next, write your blurb. Remember, a
blurb is supposed to summarize the book
and make people feel excited about .
reading it. Finally, share your back cover = ave about that natural
blurb with others. Talk about whatyou k :

found rewarding or challenging about ' 3

- summarizing in this way.

Chapter, Inquiry,

Creating effective questions can help you
find out more about important issues. For Question Type of
example, concerned citizens may ask Question
questions about how primary industries,
such as mining, farming, and ranching,
might harm the environment.

fact

opinion
Develop three questions to help you
investigate how a primary industry affects
the environment. Make sure you include

one question for each category.

critical

Refer back to the Learning Goals on
page 24 to guide your inquiry.






